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Canada to ‘Depenalize’ Marijuana by Christmas

Canadian, European Leaders Call for End to Drug Prohibition, Better Public Policy

WASHINGTON, DC—Canadian Senator Pierre Claude Nolin predicted this morning that Canada will ‘depenalize’ marijuana by this Christmas. While ‘depenalization’ will not make marijuana legal in Canada initially, it will substantively shift public policy and create room for a broader discourse on the negative implications of international drug prohibition.  In effect depenalization will abolish prison terms for marijuana offenses; however, small fines equivalent to minor traffic offenses could remain, depending on the provincial laws. 

Senator Nolin, who chaired the Senate Special Committee on Illegal Drugs, stated that drug legalization would be preferable to depenalization because it would “effectively combat and tackle the growing influence of organized crime or terrorism over the long term and [would] provide better public health protection.” However, yielding to political realities, Senator Nolin argued in favor of depenalization, calling it a “new public policy on drugs.”

“As for the legalization of cannabis, even though Canada is a sovereign country that is free to pass any legislation it deems appropriate for the welfare of its citizens, the legalization of cannabis could only be considered while the United States is also doing so,” said Senator Nolin.

Senator Nolin was joined by Member of the European Parliament Marco Cappato and International Anti-Prohibitionist League (IAL) President Arnold Trebach at a press conference at the National Press Club this morning. Cappato and Trebach echoed Nolin’s calls for a “new public policy on drugs” and argued for the  repeal or amendment of the three United Nations treaties which effectively prohibit illicit drugs internationally.

“After almost a century of prohibition, the burden of proof is on the prohibitionists. Because of their destructive and repeated failure, we see the need to take illicit drugs from the hands of the criminals and place them in the hands of the law, a whole new set of laws. We want to eliminate criminal profits and treat drug users and abusers as citizens, not as criminals,” said Cappato.

“Of one thing, I am certain: drug prohibition will not be forever. You can take that statement to the bank. In time, drug prohibition will only be a bad memory,” said Trebach, who added: “we in the IAL seek to replace the law of the jungle with the rule of law.”

###

This press conference was allied with the ongoing global campaign, “Out From the Shadows: Ending Drug Prohibition in the 21st Century” sponsored by StopTheDrugWar.org: The Drug Reform Coordination Network.

