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Member, European Parliament


Marco Cappato is one of the 626 Members of the European Parliament, elected in June 1999 in the North-East Italy Constituency on the Emma Bonino List. He is the youngest of the 87 Italian MEPs and one of the seven Parliamentarians elected with Emma Bonino, former European Commissioner for humanitarian aid. Cappato is one of he most active and outspoken political leaders in Europe on civil liberties issues, from drugs legalization to freedom on the Internet. Despite his young age, he has handled the highest responsibilities for the Italian and Transnational Radical Parties. 

The campaign against drug prohibition has been a priority in Marco Cappato’s political life. In 1996 he was elected treasurer of CORA (Radical Antiprohibitionist Coordination).  He then started attending the meetings of the UN Committee on Narcotics and organized several major antiprohibitonist radical congresses (EP, Brussels 1996; EP, Brussels 1997; Assemblée Nationale, Paris 1998, EP, Brussels 2002). In 1996 he drafted the “Paris Appeal”, signed by thousands of physicians in favor of therapeutic freedom for doctors and patients regarding the use of drugs to treat addicts.   Also he founded the legislators network called “Parliamentarians for Antiprohibitionist Action”.  In 1997, his proposal for a resolution on the reform of the UN Conventions was signed by 61 MEPs and provoked a general debate on changing drugs policies. In 1998, as Transnational Radical Party UN Representative, he spoke before the UN General Assembly Special Session in New York openly opposing the unrealistic UN plan for a “drug free world by 2008. In December 2001, he was arrested in Manchester UK and released the following day for a non-violent action of civil disobedience in connection with the British laws that condemn the possession of drugs for personal use. On the 28th of October 2002 the Manchester Crown Court ordered him to pay a fine of 150 dollars – or, in the alternative, to spend 7 days in prison - and costs for over 3,500 dollars. He paid the costs, as a sign of respect for the taxpayers, but he refused to pay the fine. On March 21 he voluntarily appeared before the Stockport Magistrate Court to confirm his decision. He was immediately jailed for four days. Along with the nonviolent initiatives, Cappato sparked a new institutional antiprohibitionist offensive. At the October 2002 Conference, held at the European Parliament, for the re-launch of the International Antiprohibitionist League (IAL), Cappato presented a new version of the Appeal “for the antiprohibitionist reform of UN drugs Conventions.”  After a few days, 109 MEPs formally presented the text at the EP, starting a process that finally led, on April 10, to an historic vote that came up only one short (222 against 223) of the EP approving the reform proposal.

Marco Cappato was born in Milan in 1971. He has a bachelors’ degree in economics from Bocconi University.  In 1997 and 1998 he was the Transnational Radical Party representative before the United Nations in New York, where he became involved also in the campaign for the International Criminal Court and for a world-wide moratorium on capital punishment. In 2002 he was President of the Transnational Radical Party Board.  He is now a member of the board of directors of the IAL.    He was the draftsman of the Directive on "privacy in the electronic communications sector". Due to his efforts in countering the Internet general surveillance proposals, he was nominated for the “European of the Year 2002” prize by the weekly newspaper "the European Voice".  Despite the prominence of other nominees (i.e. the Pope, Vladimir Putin and Romano Prodi), Cappato won the online election and the Prize, passing on the 5000€ award to the Luca Coscioni Association for freedom of scientific research, namely on embryonic stem cells. Last year, he was nominated for the "Politician of the Year 2002" award by Wired Magazine.
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