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Arnold S. Trebach, J.D., Ph.D., has had a long and varied career in the worlds of academia, scholarship, teaching, writing, government service, and public advocacy of unpopular causes.  He founded the nonprofit Drug Policy Foundation in 1986 and served as its first chairman and president until 1997. DPF has been recognized as one of the leading forces for rational drug policy reform in the world. He has been the subject of an international campaign that sought his nomination for a Nobel Peace Prize on the basis of his drug policy reform efforts. Dr. Trebach has been called the Father of the Modern Drug Policy Reform Movement and the Shadow Drug Czar, along with some much less favorable appellations by those who support prohibition and the status quo in drug control. He retired from the university, where he now holds the rank of professor emeritus, and also from the foundation, at the end of 1997. Shortly thereafter he formally unretired himself so as to recognize the reality that he was continuing to write, to work, and also to help create new organizations.  Dr. Trebach accepted the presidency of the newly revived International Antiprohibitionist League in 2002. He has appeared as an expert witness for the defense in three cases involving doctors prosecuted by UK authorities for prescribing narcotics to addicts. His books include The Rationing of Justice (Rutgers University Press, 1964), The Heroin Solution (Yale University Press, 1982), The Great Drug War (Macmillan, 1987), and Legalize It? Debating American Drug Policy (American University Press, 1993), which he coauthored with James Inciardi. While serving as Chief, Administration of Justice Section, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, he was the lead author of the 1961 Justice Report of the Commission. The report dealt with police brutality to minorities. It was quoted favorably by the U.S. Supreme Court, but it also earned Dr. Trebach the open enmity of J. Edgar Hoover and rather close attention by several FBI agents. That report contained the strongest criticism of the FBI from within the government while J. Edgar Hoover was alive. Dr. Trebach has edited or coauthored many other books and has published numerous original articles in scholarly journals and the popular press. Now he is working on a new edition of his section of Legalize It? This may well be titled Legalize It! He has appeared in hundreds of television and radio programs. American University conferred on him its highest award for scholarship for the academic years 1978-79 and 1983-84.  He holds a J.D. degree from the New England School of Law (1951) and a Ph.D. in Politics from Princeton University (1958.) Since 1951 he has been a member (now in retired status) of the Massachusetts bar.  A selection of his past positions include: Chief, Administration of Justice Section, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 1960-63; Administrator, National Defender Project, National Legal Aid and Defender Association, 1963-64; Chief Consultant on Administration of Justice, White House Conference on Civil rights, 1965-66; founder and President, University Research Corporation, 1965-69; cofounder and Chairman, National Committee on the Treatment of Intractable Pain, 1977-78; Professor, College of Public Affairs, American University, 1972-1997; member, Working Group on Substance Abuse and Criminality, National Academy of Sciences, 1986-88; and consultant to the U.S. Department of Justice, Congress, and other national agencies. He was born on May 15, 1928 in Lowell, Massachusetts, is married to Marjorie A. Rosner, and has three sons and five grandsons. 
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